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Enrique Rodriguez Hernández was recently elected as the new President of the Cooperative Commission, and continues being an enthusiastic participant in a variety of activities like stockbreeding, development of organic composts, and the building of vegetable gardens. Likewise, he helps to direct all of the support necessary for the multiple activities that Agros is doing with the community.

María Gómez Hernández, currently a member of the group of women artisans, is very interested in receiving good results from the weavings the women create. She is working intensely on the embroidery on the shirts to be able to sell and collaborating constantly in the work gatherings of the women’s group. She is also participating in agricultural activities and establishing a vegetable garden that she cares for personally with the help of her daughters.
Community Organization

During the month of September, the community leaders, key representatives of the community, the Sammamish Church, and 

Agros signed a work covenant and partnership agreement for a period of five years.

Basic Infrastructure
The community has built a demonstration efficient cookstove that saves on firewood and beds for vegetable gardens.  The hope is to build such stoves in each home in the community.
Sustainable Economic Growth

The community has started focusing on sustainable economic growth and, with the support of Agros, the community has decided to focus on two key projects. In the case of the tilapia fish project in cages, the members of the work group began growing the fish the 23rd of June of this year.  Since then they have been feeding the fish so they grow and fatten. This process will be carried out until harvesting time, which will occur in the months of January or February of 2006, depending on the response to the nourishment and the conditions of the fish. 

In the case of the Handicraft project, the women continue the work on the elaboration of articles of clothing, mainly belts and bracelets that are sold in San Cristóbal de las Casas. They are currently in the process of learning new embroidery patterns in order to improve the quality of their products. 
In the month of October the families began monitoring the development of the fish, finding the following data: size of 16-19 cm, height of 5.5-8.0 cm, and weight of 70-170 grams. The health of the fish is very good and they aren’t showing any signs of illness of any kind. The water has a good oxygen level due to the constant rotation of water that enters the lagoon by the rains. This entire process was completed with the participation of the members of the fish project.

In agreement with the vision of the community, the participants in the groups that work with cattle, horses, sheep, and birds (chickens, turkeys, and quail) are currently vaccinating their animals. In this immunization, 20 lambs, 21 horses and burros, 36 cattle, and 347 birds have been vaccinated. 
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